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School District No. 20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE MEETING: 
 CASTLEGAR October 29, 2008 
STANLEY HUMPHRIES SECONDARY SCHOOL                 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER @ 7:07 pm by Mac Gregory 
 
Mac Gregory presented the report 
Jean Borsa presented the data 
Questions were taken from the public 
 
Mickey Kinakin: Just want to reinforce what our superintendent has said. You can see the 

figures and you all know what affect that can have. There’s also another really 
good side to this. As a board of education we now have a much larger 
mandate to work with jurisdictions and groups within our communities to deal 
with the capacity. What the government is looking at is every area has a 
capacity for education and a capacity for learning, a capacity for training. And 
when we look at our school district, communities of learning in many ways 
are based around the high school and the catchment area of the high school. 
As a board of trustees is gives us the opportunity to work a lot closer with the 
other governmental jurisdictions such as the City of Castlegar and Regional 
District. It calls upon us as people in the political community to work closely 
together in using facilities, in using space, in using ideas to improve learning 
within our greater community, which is the catchment area of SHSS. 

 
Question 
 
I appreciate that both Mac and Jean made reference to there’s a challenge here, but the solution 
may not lie within the four walls of the school. The solution may be outside the box, in the 
community. An open door to make the community school issue resonate with the community 
issues and maybe we come up with a solution together that meets everyone’s needs. I appreciate 
the fact that the school board is working with a 5 year plan and I accept your data. What troubles 
me is what happens at the end of that 5 year plan as we move into the next 5 year plan. When 
we’re talking facilities can somebody give me an idea of what the shelf life is of this building 
and how far are we into that? What if our population starts going up again in the next 5 year 
period?  I think we have to hope that as a community we’re going to find a sustainable future and 
need to leave some options open for a changing trend in the future. 
 
Jean Borsa: That’s the reason we’re coming to the community. We are not looking to close 

schools and the reason we’re not looking to close schools is we’re hoping the 
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trend will turn around in 5 or 10 years down the road. We’re looking at how 
we can now use that space differently to be viable. In the long run all we can 
do is prepare for the worst and if it ends up being way better, then we’ll be 
way further ahead. 

 
Mickey Kinakin: There are 2 systems going here: there’s a system in us reaching a 5 year plan 

and then there’s a far larger issue here which is a need for school districts and 
cities and regional districts to work together to a common end. We need to 
work together to define the capacity for learning and for serving the interests 
of our citizens, adult and children. That’s what this opportunity gives us and 
that’s what we as a board are saying. 

 
Mac Gregory thanked everyone and closed the meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT @ 7:53 pm 


